Lake Mermet Project

The lake was Mermet Lake in Mermet State Park, a 400 acre lake in deep southern
lllinois, about 10 miles from the Ohio River, just before it dumps into the Mississippi.
The grant requiredl) A detailed account of the problem, in this case Curlyleaf
Ponadveed, an invasive that dies in the middle of summer, which depletes the lake of
oxygen at a time when fish most need it, causing massive fishkHigs provided the
technical data needed to complete this portion of the grant req)eSetailed econoim
impact on the area, which | researched and complétedording to the county's

Chamber of Commerce, the visitation to the state park had declined 400,000 vehicles/yr.
since the weed had ruined the fishefhis obviously created an extreme hardskmip o
some of the local businesses who relied on the traffic to the lak@n't recall the exact
dollar amount of impact, but it is a very poor part of the state and it was becoming
devastating to a lot of people down theB. A very detailed explanatioas to how, and
how much, the grant would relieve the problefgain, Chris provided the details about
the chemicals and | provided the economic impact rephriVe had to provide matching
funds in the form of labor, if not funds, so Chris providediBR's labor and

equipment cost for the project and | provided the labor and travel cost figures for the
ChampaigrJrbana Bass Club's effort to go down there to "map" the lake, both before
and after the application of the chemical$ie mapping was doneamually, showing the
extent of the lake that was covered with the weed before chemical application and then
afterward later into the summer.

The grant request began in the summer of 2008 and was awarded in February df 2009.
was mostly delayed by contiing requests from the National Fish & Wildlife

Foundation, the agency providing the grant, for more detailed economic information from
both Chris and L.It got to be haupulling at times, but we got through iINFWF's main

goal was to provide grants teplace lost habitat in lakes and rivers, but expelling
invasives was also part of the grant progrdroelieve ours' was the only grant for

getting rid of bad habitat.
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